FCS Science Fair Judging Instructions

Goal

To choose projects that will compete well in the next level of competition at the regional level.

Winners

There will be three overall winners (first, second, and third), and three winners (first, second, and third) from each grade level. The overall winners will come from the pool of first and second place winners in grade level competition. There are no ties.
Scoring

1. Look over the judging form and get familiar with judging criteria and points possible. This serves only as a guide not as a detailed evaluation chart.
2. Judges will score each grade level at a time, and displays will be arranged accordingly.

3. Each judge will find a judging form in front of each display to use.
4. If required, students can be interviewed to clarify questions.

5. *Plan on three judging reviews for accuracy: 1) a quick, initial evaluation to sort out the top three projects in each grade level, 2) the second evaluation of the top three winners is to determine their award placement (no ties), 3) the third evaluation involves a group judging for consensus and correcting for fatigue.

6. Tip for new judges: a) time yourself according to the number of projects, b) consistency in scoring is more important than the number value assigned, c) judge the ‘qualified’ projects.
7. Please write encouraging comments on winners’ forms to help them improve their projects.
Selecting winners

1. After scoring the projects, calculate the highest cumulative and averaged scores.

2. Review the three highest scoring projects for overall and for each grade. If there are tied scores, please re-judge projects to determine a decisive winner (no ties).

3. Judges may discuss and compare among themselves for possible adjustment of scores.

4. Please do not make winners known before award ceremony. Students should not see score sheets at any time.
Supplies

1. Coffee and breakfast bars are available in the science room.

2. Pens, pencils, clip boards are in the science room.

Timing

1. Judging and interviews: 8:30am to 10:30am

2. 11:30 am awards
*Judging suggestions

1. Result tables show work done. Judge for clarity, difficulty and skill level, control, and repetition.

2. Conclusion shows thoughtfulness, interpretation skill, and thoroughness.

3. Introduction shows creativity and justification of project.

4. Method shows creativity, skill level and appropriateness of tests done to answer questions.
